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Upcoming Events 
• July 9th-11th - Japanese Film Festi-

val. 
• July 19th-23rd - Vacation Bible School  
• August 8th - Aloha Sunday. 
• August 23rd-27th - Parking Lot 

re-sealing — Church facility CLOSED 
• September 12th  

-Welcome Back/Appreciation Sunday   
-Sunday School begins. 
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Notes from the Pastor 

‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’  Just so, I tell you, there will be more 
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance.’” (Luke 15:6&7)  
 
 Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!  By the time, you are reading this article, I have 
been SJUMC for a year!  I continue to fall in love deeply with the church and people!  I thank God 
everyday for this great honor to work with you!  Praise God! 
 I just finished the California Nevada Annual Conference 2010 and it was crazy busy!  I 
would like to give you some updates.  First of all, as of September 1, seven districts will be re-
shaped to four districts.  SJUMC is no longer a part of Delta District (under District Superinten-
dent Jerry Smith) and we will join Bridges District (under DS Renee Extreum – Fernandez) The 
new district covers North of San Francisco to North of Sacramento (Pine UMC(SF), Lake Park 
UMC (Oakland) and Buena Vista UMC (Alameda) – historically Japanese American churches are 
also a part of this new district.)  As you can see how big the district will be, we will be relying more 
on Circuit.  Circuit consists of 6-8 churches in a similar area and we are encouraged to share 
resources together and do ministries together.  My Circuit last year was a great one and most of 
pastors from the last Circuit will remain in the new Circuit so I am excited to do more things col-
laboratelly (Youth has done a program together already!) 
 Our guest for this year was Bishop Robert Schnase;  author of Five Practices of Fruitful 
Congregation (Radical hospitality, Passionate worship, Intentional faith development, Risk-taking 
mission and service, and Extravagant generosity)  His presentations were very inspiring and I had 
many ideas for our church to grow more.  Lay leaders and I are talking about a special retreat for 
the church on these topics so please be ready! 
 During the Japanese American Caucus Dinner, we shared a great meal and wonderful 
fellowship.  we had two visitors from Kyodan (United Churches of Christ Japan – Ecumenical 
office), we elected Rev. Roger Morimoto as a chair of California/Nevada JA Caucus chair, and we 
talked about appointment changes in JA churches (i.e. Rev. Dave Nieda (Blaine UMC, Seattle) 
becoming DS, Rev. Derek Nakano (Faith UMC, Torrence) moving to Blaine UMC, Rev. Kristen 
Marshall (Associate pastor of UJCC, Clovis) moving to Santa Rosa UMC, Rev. Akiko Miyake-
Stoner moving to UJCC, and Rev. Brenda Vaca (Pine UMC, SF) moving to La Trinidad UMC, 
San Jose). It was a great addition to have Rev. George Nishikawa (a chair of National JA caucus) 
and Yoshiko san! 

Thank you for SJUMC Lay delegates (Frances Lee and Kent Nakashima) to Annual 
Conference and Betty Suzuki who serves on many conference/national committees.  I also appre-
ciate Mary Nakamura who played Taiko for Ordination Service.  Eight people are ordained this 
year and I am looking forward to all the great work they have done and they will do for the future! 

As for SJUMC, Vacation Bible School is going to be something kids have never experi-
enced before!  We already have 20 kids and 40 volunteers!  So if you know anyone (pre-school to 
6th grade), invite them to this wonderful experience.  I am thankful for Lori Lee who is heading this 
year’s Aloha Sunday (August 8th).  Ukulele players, we need you for that Sunday!  I will share the 
results of our favorite hymn survey in worship services during the summer.  I will start Garden 
series on becoming Green from September 12, Welcome Back Sunday.  Many exciting things are 
happening at the church.  Join us!  We want to share love of Jesus with you! 
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Our congregation is a part of the South Sacra-
mento Interfaith partnership (SSIP) which min-
isters to people in our area through the Food 
Closet which is housed at the Bethany Presby-
terian Church at Fruitridge and 24th Street.  Our 
congregation supports the Food Closet and 
SSIP through monetary donations, food dona-
tions, as well as volunteer giving through ser-
vice in the Food Closet and on the SSIP Board 
of Directors and supporting committees. 
 
In our church narthex (foyer) is a large plastic 
container to receive your gifts of non-
perishable food stuffs for the Food Closet.  
Each Sunday check the “SSIP bag” in the wor-
ship folder to learn what food items is currently 
needed at the Food Closet. There is always a 
need for general and miscellaneous non-
perishable food items, but the items in the bag 
each week are the current needs.  The Food 
Closet also accepts brown grocery bags.  SSIP 
is currently not collecting  egg cartons at this 
time. 
 
During the month of May, 2010----the SSIP 
Food Closet served a total of 4,760 persons 
which included adults, seniors, children and 
infants.  This represents 1,236 unduplicated 
households.  The number of person served and 
the food delivered express the importance of 
this ministry. 
 
In May, the volunteers  who credited their 

hours to SJUMC were:  Jane Combs, Richard 
Yokoi,  Audrey Yokoi, June Tanihana, Sue 
Kashiwagi, Frances Lee, Frances Asahara, 
Lisa Tanaka, Lester Wataji,  Derek Hironaka, 
Corbin Dahl, Terry Shint, Katie Marshall, Rev. 
Yamada, Brandon Lewis, Michael Gei, Saman-
tha Fong, Jan Muraki, Cecil Combs, Meg Ta-
naka, Kimi Ronay, Mike Yui, Jason Chan, Yo-
shiko Nishikawa, Margaret Saito, Yvonne Kato, 
Ray Kato, and Shizuko Kurosawa. 
 
We are still in need of volunteers to work inside 
the Food Closet on Mondays or to work in the 
metal shed storage locker bagging USDA com-
modities.  Worker inside the Food Closet do a 
specific task; worker #1 prepares Bag#1 and 
worker #2 prepares Bag #2, worker #3 adds 
fresh produce and gets the number of USDA 
bags needed from a bin and worker # 4 adds 
rice, additional breads and pastries to the bags 
and call the client to the window.  Workers who 
bag USDA commodities place 7-8 items in a 
doubled plastic bag and the tie the bag closed.  
The items vary each month depending on what 
is received from Food link and may include: a 
can of beans, fruits, vegetables, spaghetti 
sauce, tomato sauce, a bag of pasta, powder 
milk, etc.  If you would like to volunteer   on a 
regular basis or as a substitute, please call 
Francs Lee 427-7983, Jane Combs 443-2839 
or June Tanihana 395-1355. 

SSIP Food Closet Update 

Letters to SJUMC 
Dear SJUMC family, 
  
Thank you so much for all your prayers, 
concerns, visits & cards .  It really meant alot 
to me.  I am getting stronger each day and 
hope to worship with you all again soon. 
  
God bless you, 
Amy Shimada   

Parking Lot 
RESEALING 

The parking lot will be resealed the week of 
August 23rd-27th. It needs to cure before it 
is driven on, so the 
entire facility will be 
closed that week. 
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A three day summer retreat that begins with 
a Thursday dinner and ends on Sunday eve-
ning can be a particularly special time in your 
life of faith.  It is the Walk to Emmaus – a 
time to “walk” together with other women or 
men (weekends are separate opportunities 
for women and men).  As one of the minis-
tries of the Upper Room of the United Meth-
odist Church, the Walk to Emmaus is active 
throughout the US and the world.  During the 
weekend, 15 talks are given that reflect the 
essence of what it means to be in relation-
ship with God in Jesus Christ.  Combined 
with sharing together, prayer, communion 
times, singing and lots of laughter, each 
participant or “pilgrim” on the walk is blessed 
with time to grow spiritually.   The upcoming 
walks, which will be the last ones in the re-
gion for 2010 will take place in Gardnerville, 
Nevada.  The dates are:  Men’s Walk, July 
22 - 25; Women’s Walk, August 12 -15  Ap-
plications are available from any of the peo-
ple listed below.  There is NO COST to you 
as sponsors will support you as well as pro-
vide transportation.  Registration deadlines 
are: Men – July 7, Women – July 28.  Do 
consider this step forward in growing as a 
Christian disciple.  Speak to Loretta Ashi-
zawa, Mary Nakamura, Sue Teranishi or 
May Ukita if you have any questions or to get 
an application. 

The Walk to Emmaus 
A Spiritual Retreat 

Hello UMW Members 
 

Activities for the Month of July 
SJUMC will have Vacation Bible School from 
July 19 - 23.  It is a HIgh Seas Expedition to 
explore the mighty love of God.  If you would 
like to assist, we are looking for UMW mem-
bers who are willing to help provide lunch. 
 

Activities for Month of August 
Annual UMW Outing - Wednesday August 
18 - Save the date 
This year’s destination is San Francisco with 
planned stops at the Disney Museum and 
the Gum Moon Women’s Residence.  UMW 
annually donates to the Gum Moon 
Women’s Residence so come and see how 
your mission donations contribute to the 
programs and services of this much needed 
residence. 
 
Please give any announcements, flyers or 
notes of appreciation to Belle Ito.  She has 
been doing a great job keeping the UMW 
board updated and uncluttered. 
 
Thank you June Tobans for your contribu-
tions for the month.  UMW June Tobans 
were Doris Taketa, Frances Lee, Helen 
Blaisdell, Arlene Hagiya, Joanne Ichimura, 
Noreen Ikeda, Jane Kakigi, Kiyo Sato and 
Etsu Yui. 
 
Your Co-Presidents, 
 
Elaine Maeda and Yvonne Kato 
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July 4, 2010  
Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 
2 Kings 5:1-14 
Psalm 30  
Galatians 6:1-6  
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

July 11, 2010  
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 
Amos 7:7-17 
Psalm 82  
Colossians 1:1-14 
Luke 10:25-37 

July 18, 2010  
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
Amos 8:1-12 
Psalm 52 or Psalm 82  
Colossians 1:15-28 
Luke 10:38-42 

July 25, 2010  
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 
Hosea 1:2-10 
Psalm 85 (UMH 806) 
Colossians 2:6-19 
Luke 11:1-13 

 

Invitation to Worship 

 
 

 
August 1, 2010  
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Hosea 11:1-11 
Psalm 107:1-9, 43  
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 

August 8, 2010  
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23  
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 

August 15, 2010  
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19  
Hebrews 11:29–12:2  
Luke 12:49-56 

August 22, 2010  
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6  
Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 

August 29, 2010  
Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 (UMH 803) 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Invitation to Worship 
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Youth News 
Summer is off to an amazing start! If this is 
any indication of how busy the rest of the 
summer is going to be, we will need to ex-
tend summer for a few more months to fit it 
all in! We’ve been selling T-shirts and Jamba 
Juice to help with the cost of camps and 
mission trips and with your support we are 
sending 23 participants from SJUMC to 2 
camps and 2 mission trips. The high school 
group went to New Orleans last month to 
help with the hurricane Katrina restoration. 
Vacation Bible School is right around the 
corner and we’re looking forward to a week 
of fun. The youth group will be having out-
ings on Tuesday and Thursday night of that 
week. We were able to attend a River Cats 
baseball game against the Reno Aces and 
enjoyed hot dogs, nachos, and ice cream. 
The Sacramento State Fair will be starting 
this month and I hope to take a group at the 
end of the month to spend an afternoon eat-
ing lots of fried food and “hanging around” on 
rides. Be on the lookout for upcoming events 
and news! 

Ushers for July 
July 4—Eddie & Sandy Koshino 

July 11—Chiyoko Chida & Keiko Nakata 

July 18—Yosh & Amy Kawahara 

July 25—Max Noguchi & Jiro Sakauye 

Ushers for August 
August 1—Dale & Sue Fong 

August 8—Yuri Harvey & Kumiko Sa-
kata 

August 15—Anne Miyasaki & Irene 
Osuga 

August 22—Karen Fong & Joyce 
Oshiro 

August 29—Lily Ikami & Meggie Ta-
naka 

 
 

 
Mark your calendars! 
Our annual Aloha Sunday will be 
held on August 8, 2010. 
 
Wear your “Aloha” attire to a fun 
filled worship service with music and 
dancing.  After, share a delicious 
Hawaiian lunch and a short program 
showcasing our local talent.  We an-
ticipate ukulele playing and hula 
dancing! 
 
If you would like to get involved, con-
tact Lori Lee-Lewis at (916) 730-
0601. 

Driver’s and Escorts Needed 
 

SJUMC would like to begin a transportation 
program to take some individuals to church 
every Sunday.    
 
In order to start, we’ll need a pool of approxi-
mately 6 to 15 drivers and the same number 
of escorts. 
 
The driver’s will be responsible to drive the 
Asian Community Center van/bus, which is 
equipped with a wheelchair lift from the 
rider’s home to church, and then return them 
to their home. 
 
The escort is responsible to assist the rider 
to get on and off the van/bus. 
 
The Asian Community Center (ACC) is will-
ing to train all drivers/escorts.  If you are 
interested, please call Lori Lee-Lewis at 
(916) 730-0601 or call Virginia directly at 
ACC at (916) 393-9026, ext. #333.  
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Congratulations to our 2010 Graduates! 

Higher Education 

Ashley Hagiya, daughter of Mark and Arlene Hagiya 
Doctor of Medicine, University of Southern California (USC). She has been se-
lected for a 4 year residency in Pathology at USC. 

Corie Hagiya, daughter of Mark and Arlene Hagiya 
Bachelor of Arts in Graphic Design, San Diego State University 

Alec Ito Kennedy, grandson to Belle Ito 
Degrees in Statistics and Economics, UC Berkeley 
Hired by Federal Reserve Bank in San Francisco 

Courtney Goto, daughter of Leo and Naomi Goto 
Ph.D, Emory University 
Courtney will be teaching at Boston University in the fall of 2010. 

Michael Oguro, son of Keith and Sharon Oguro; grandson of Evelyn Akiyama  
BA  in Landscape Architecture, Cal Poly Pomona.  

Ashlee Lewis, daughter of Tony Lewis and Lori Lee; granddaughter of Frances 
Lee. 
BS or BA in Child Development, San Diego State University; She will be begin-
ning Masters program at USC 

Caroline Honbo, daughter-in-law to Dr. Wes and Patty Honbo; married to son, 
Brian) 
Ph.D.in Health Policy, School of Nursing - University of California Med Center at  
San Francisco (UCSF) 
Caroline has accepted a faculty appointment at UCSF School of Nursing and 
will begin teaching after her June 9, 2010 graduation. 

Kristin Hiratsuka, daughter to Jeffrey and Stacie Hiratsuka 
BA (Kum Laud) in Criminal Justice Kristin plans to attend graduate school in the 
near  
future. 

High School 

Austin Takechi, son of Curtis and Mindy Takechi 
Rio American High School 

Kevin Kato, son of Raymond and Yvonne Kato 
John F. Kennedy High School He will be attending CSU Sacramento in the fall.   

Elementary School  
Ryland Fernandez, son of Ruby and Richard Fernandez 

 Helen Carr Castello Elementary School, Elk Grove, He will be in 7th grade next 
school year at Toby Johnson Middle School in Elk Grove.   

Lindsey Shibata, daughter of Gregg and Kiyoko Shibata; grand-daughter to Victor 
and Shigeko Shibata 
6th grade; will be attending  Antioch Middle School 
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A Sunday afternoon has been added to the Friday and Saturday screenings!  More info at: 
www.sacjapanesefilmfestival.net. 

  
Fri. July 9, 8:00pm  DEPARTURES (Okuribito, 2008)  Winner of the 2009 Oscar 
for the Best Foreign film; 5 major Japanese Oscars.  Koboyashi 
is unemployed and answers a want ad. He takes the job as a funeral worker who 
prepares bodies in a ceremony in front of the family.  He learns a lot about him-
self in this wise, funny, and tender film. (Japanese with subtitles)   
  

 
Sat. July 10, 3:45 pm   K-20: LEGEND OF THE MASK (2008) is a big action, 
super hero movie.  It's 1949; a phantom thief, K-20, steals priceless art and 
jewels.  K - 20 also wants a powerful transmitter which can destroy To-
kyo.  Heikichi is a poor circus acrobat who can soar from bridges and wage war 
against K-20.  The final showdown is spectacular.  (Japanese with subtitles.)  
  
 
Sat. July 10, 7:30 pm  THRONE OF BLOOD (1957) is a great masterpiece.  
Akira Kurosawa combines Shakespeare's MACBETH with Japanese Noh 
Theatre. Toshiro Mifune is Lord Washizu, a Japanese Macbeth  destroyed by 
ambition. Isuzu Yamada is the unforgettable Lady Asagi with an immobile Noh 
mask face and gliding movements.  (Japanese with subtitles.) 
 

 
Sun. July 11, 1:30 pm  WHITE ON RICE (2009)  Jimmy  is a 
clueless 40 year old  who relocates from Japan to live with his 
married sister.  He wants a new wife because his supply of 
frozen meals from his ex wife has run out.  The movie's many 
laughs come from  Jimmy's social denseness at work, at home, 
and with women.   (English with some Japanese.)   
  

 
Sunday. July 11, 3:30 pm MEMORIES OF MATSUKO (2006):  
A tragic-comic film with great heart and extravagant musical 
productions.  Japaneses pop star and singer Miki Nakatani 
delivers a wow performance as Matsuko who goes from Japa-
nese school girl, teacher and bar hostess to prison inmate, but 
never, ever gives up.  (Japanese with English subtitles) 
 

 

2010 Japanese Film Festival 
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GENERAL FUND 
(As of May 30, 2010) 

In Appreciation of the “Finger 
People” 
 Hanni, Irma   
In Appreciation 
 Hamai, M/M George 
In Appreciation for support with 
Mrs. Akamatsu 
 Tachibana, Mrs Richard 
In Celebration of Caroline 
Honbo’s PhD Graduation & 
Faculty appointment 
 Honbo, Dr/Mrs Wesley 
In Celebration of Mother’s Day 
 Sakamoto, Katherine 
 Sakauye-Tom, Vicki 
In Celebration of Baptism 
 Kimoto, M/M Robert 
 Fong, M/M Lawrence 
In Celebration of those bap-
tized and rec’d in church mem-
bership. 
 Kawahara, M/M Yosh 
In Celebration of Mary Fuji-
moto’s birthday 
 Honbo, Dr/M Wesley 
In Memory of Alvin Seno 
 Oda, Robert 
 Kashiwagi, M/M George 
 Gotan, Louise 
 Taniguchi, Judy 
In Memory of Yukie Higashino 
 Kobayashi, M/M Charles 
In Memory of Walter Masaru 
Takeda 
 Yamamura, Ron  
In Memory of Mary Ann Marub-
ashi 
 Kashiwagi, M/M Isamu 
In Memory of Bob Uyeyama 
 Honbo, Dr/M Wesley 
 Uyeyama, Jason 
In Memory of Tomiko Kujubu 
 Kujubu, Herbert 

 Miyasaki, Anne 
In Memory of Tsuru Nishizaki 
& Hanayo Inouye 
 Inouye, Margaret 
In Memory of  Susae Fuku-
shima & Misato Furuike for 
Mother’s Day 
 Fukushima, M/M Roy  
In Memory of Mrs. Akamatsu 
 Iwamoto, M/M Ed 
 Taniguchi, Judy 
In Memory of Rudy Yukinaga 
 Yee,M/M Wilfred 
In Memory of Misao Ichimura 
 Ichimura, M/M Richard 
In Memory of Dr. Akio Hayashi 
 Hayashi, Alice 
In Memory of Kotaro Kobaya-
shi 
 Takeda, Atsuko 
 Kobayashi, Motoko  
In Memory of Kern Kono 
 Kawahara, M/M Yosh 
 Nakashima, M/M Kent 
 Marshall, M/M Bob 
 Gotan, Louise 
 Ukita, May 
 Iritani, Taeko 
 Kobayashi, Motoko 
 Takeda, Atsuko 
 Ito, M/M James 
 Nako, Kimiko 
In Memory of Carol Matsukawa 
 Tanaka, M/M Ryu 
 Ito, Belle   
 Murai, Marion   
 Firebaugh, M/M John 
 Ukita, May  
 Williams, M/M Frederick 
 Shikasho, M/M Bert 
 Kobayashi, M/M Charles  
 Osuga, M/M David 
 
 
 
  

PEACE WITH JUSTICE  
SUNDAY 

Ito, Belle 
Otani-Curtis, Susan 
Imagire, M/M Art 
Yamadera, M/M George 
 
 YOUTH  MISSION FUND 
Sakamoto, Sayuri 
Taketa, M/M Bill  
 

 UMCOR   
Haiti 

Teranishi, Sue 
 

EASTER OFFERING 
Miyasaki, Anne 
 

CHOIR FUND 
In Memory of Bob Uyeyama 
 Iwata, Grace 
 Kohaya, Mae 
In Memory of Harry Kohaya 
 Kohaya, Mae 
 

LEGACY FUND 
In Celebration of Buro Ho-
soume’s Birthday 
 Imagire, M/M Art 
In Celebration of Baptism 
 Ikami, Lily 
In Celebration of 57 years of 
marriage 
 Taketa, M/M Bill 
Memorial Day 
 Fujimoto, Mary 
In Memory of M/M K. Goi 
 Goi, M/M George 
In Memory of M/M O. Taki-
zawa 
 Goi, M/M George 
In Memory of Yasuka Aka-
matsu 
 Fong, Mary 
(Continued on page 7) 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
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 Maga, M/M Richard 
In Memory of Joe Ikami 
 Ikami, Lily  
In Memory of Alvin Seno 
 Maga, M/M Richard 
In Memory of Tomoko 
Matsukawa 
 Sato, M/M Roy 
In Memory of Joichi & Shizuko 
Nitta 
 Taketa, M/M Bill 
In Memory of Mitsugi Taketa 
 Taketa, M/M Bill 
In Memory of Carol Asahara 
 Taketa, Catherine 

In Memory of Dr. Cunha 
 Takuma, Fumi 
In Memory of Kern Kono 
 Blaisdell, M/M Farrington 
 Fujimoto, Mary 
 Goi, M/M George 
 Imagire, M/M Art 
 Ishii, Dr. Edward 
 Ito, Yasushi 
 Iwata, Grace 
 Kanemoto, Jean 
 Kashiwagi, Sue 
 Kawaguchi, M/M Kojiro 
 Kobayashi, M/M Charles 
 Maeda, Elaine 

 Maga, M/M Richard 
 Murakami, M/M Sam 
 Nakashima, Mary Ann 
 Ouchida, M/M Kenneth 
 Okino, Marie 
 Ronay, M/M Kelvin 
 Sakamoto, Katherine 
 Sakauye, M/M Jiro 
 Sakauye, M/M Shoji 
 Shibata, M/M Victor 
 Shikasho, M/M Bert 
 Taketa, Catherine 
 Takizawa, Hagumi 
 Tanaka, M/M Ryu 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (con’t) 

Comfort and Prayer for the families of 
* Midori Osumi (4/10/10) 
* Carol (Asahara) Matukawa (4/20/10) 
* Bob Uyeyama (4/24/10) 
* Roy Tomita 
* Kern Kono 

Special Prayers 
* Francie Teitelbaum who had surgery on 
brain. 
* Evelyn Akiyama undergoing tests 
* Sadie Hamada 
*  Ed Kubo 
* People in Gulf coast, affected by oil spills 

Thanksgiving Prayers 
* All Graduates 
* Vickie and Eric Hirata, expecting their sec-
ond child (September) 
* Shoko (Rev. Motoe’s sister) and Shigeo 
Yasuda, expecting their second child 
(September) 
* Russell Kanemasu 
 * Amy Shimada 

Vacation Bible School  
July 19th 
(Monday) 

to 
23rd (Friday) 
 9 am to 1pm 

(1pm to 6pm is 
optional) 

Senior Open Gym classes will not be held 
the months of July and August.  We'll see 
you all in September. In the meantime, keep 
walkin' and movin' in the cool of the morn-
ings! 


